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HEBER CITY — The old 
Wasatch County courthouse is 
as hardy as the pioneers who 
built it, But it is now “over and 
out”. — overcrowded and out- 
moded; ‘ 

Construction on the building 
started in 1878 when ox teams 
hauled native timber and red 
sandstone quarried in the hills 
near Lake Creek, six miles east 
of town, Lime came from Mid- 
way, three miles west. 

The laborers and craftsmen 
were local, also. They built the 
walls a sturdy three feet thick 
and extended them six feet deep 
to form the basement. 
“finish” work was done with 
skill and care, on both the 
exterior and interior. 

'In 1882 ‘the much / needed 
building was completed, fur- 
nished and paid for — without a 
single petition for federal or 
state aid! 

Labor Donated 


The courthouse was built 
without an appropriation, Most 
of the labor was donated, with 
only a few items, such as plas- 
tering, requiring paid help, Min- 
‘utes of meetings held by elected 
-“selectmen” indicate approval 
‘of a claim from time to time 
‘with final bills being paid in 
1882, 

} Wasatch County was organ- 
ized in 1862 and at that time its 
‘eastern border extended to the 
Colorado line. 

' C. Wayne Whiting, present 
county clerk and recorder, said 
‘the early officials did not record 
contracts and amounts, but as 
nearly as can be determined the 
cost of the building was approx- 
imately $5,000, including fur- 
nishings. 

‘At a later date a plank board 
walk was ‘laid to the street 
(unpaved) in front, and a wood- 
en picket fence installed. This 
was replaced by an ornamental 
iron fence set in concrete posts 
approximately 10 feet apart. Of 
this, only the concrete remains, 

‘COVERS BLOCK 


The courthouse was built on 
the Town Square, an area desig- 
nated in the late 1860's as the 
center for ecclesiastical, gov- 
-ernmental and social activity. 
Z- The square covers an entire 
‘block in the middle of this beau- 
“tiful city, and is the site of the 
“courthouse, Wasatch Stake LDS 
“Tabernacle, completed in 1889, 
ithe old Social Hall and the jail. 
‘It is maintained as a city park, 
‘landscaped with large native 
“trees, ‘most of them brought 
from nearby mountains many 

years ago. 
`i The records contain no men- 
-tion of the jail, except that it is 
‘a “cooperative.” The east half 
‘is’ owned by the county, the! 
“west by Heber. City, with the 
“city-county, property line divid- 
‘ing it directly through the 
“center, 
=, We should really keep the 
‘jail-to deter crime. It brings 
‘about a quick reform” joked 
County Commissioner Chairman 
Talter Montgomery. “Let’s say | 
is antiquated and offers 
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